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March 6, 2008 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Lincoln Strike Group Ready to Deploy

EVERETT, WA — USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), USS Momsen (DDG 92) and USS Shoup (DDG 86) are expected to deploy from here in support of the global war on terrorism March 13 as part of the Lincoln Strike Group’s regular deployment rotation.


The strike group. led by Commander, Carrier Strike Group (CSG) Nine, Rear Adm. Scott Van Buskirk, departs for San Diego to embark aircraft and personnel, and join other ships assigned to the strike group before deploying overseas.

In August 2006, Lincoln’s CSG returned home from a six-month deployment to the Western Pacific. While deployed, it conducted maritime security operations and participated in joint and coalition military exercises and operations.
         
Lincoln CSG is comprised of Carrier Air Wing (CVW) Two, Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) Nine, the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), the guided-missile cruiser USS Mobile Bay (CG 53), the frigate USS Curts (FFG 38), guided-missile destroyers USS Momsen (DDG 92), USS Russell  (DDG 59) and USS Shoup (DDG 86) and Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit (EODMU) 11. 
   
The air wing squadrons of CVW Two include the “Lancers” of Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadron (VAQ) 131 from Whidbey Island, the “Bounty Hunters” of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) Two from Lemoore, Calif., the “Vigilantes” of VFA-151 from Lemoore, Calif., the “Kestrels” of VFA-137 from Lemoore, Calif., the “Blue Blasters” of VFA-34 from Oceana, Va., the “Sun Kings” of Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron (VAW) 116 from Point Mugu, Calif., the “Providers” of Fleet Logistics Support Squadron (VRC) 30 from North Island, Calif., the “Golden Falcons” of Helicopter Anti-submarine Squadron (HS) Two from North Island, Calif. and the “Saberhawks” of Helicopter Anti-submarine Squadron Light (HSL) 47 from North Island, Calif.
    
Media wishing to cover the departure of USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), USS Momsen (DDG 92) and USS Shoup (DDG 86) from Everett on March 13 and/or interview ship’s crewmembers should contact the Naval Station Everett Public Affairs Office at (425) 304-3202 by 3 p.m. March 11.


Media wishing to cover the departure of the “Lancers” of Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadron (VAQ) 131 from Whidbey Island on March 16 and/or interview squadron members should contact Naval Air Station Whidbey Island’s Public Affairs Office at (360) 257-2286 by noon March 14.
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