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Ladenburg calls on McKenna to do the Job of Attorney General and Provide Leadership on Primary Issue

Had McKenna understood basics of federal court order, injunction could have been lifted and primary move forward without controversy and possible cost

TACOMA—Pierce County Executive John Ladenburg, a 14 year former elected prosecutor today called upon Republican Rob McKenna to show immediate leadership on recent controversy surrounding the upcoming primary election.  McKenna, who has made his role in upholding the “Top Two” primary a centerpiece of his campaign, now sits at the center of the problem: a federal injunction on the primary that remains in place, threatening the validity of the election itself.

“Voters wanted a top two primary, but McKenna’s huge mistake undermines voter intent and could cost taxpayers millions in additional legal costs,” said Ladenburg.  “This is what happens when you have an AG who has never been inside a courtroom before taking office; he simply doesn’t understand the basics.  He never went back to court to try to get the injunction lifted or modified.  It’s a simple step that any experienced attorney would have taken.”

Ladenburg faults McKenna for focusing on self promotion more than the details of legal work.  Earlier this year, McKenna issued a much-touted gas price study that despite months of build up in the media made no findings of legal wrongdoing or even suggestions for further investigation.  And McKenna persists with an industry sponsored cable TV advertising campaign focusing on consumer fraud and identity theft despite the fact that Washington remains in the top 10 worst states for these crimes.
These actions add up to an office that Ladenburg believes is making critical mistakes, highlighted by the current primary issue.

“Had Rob McKenna read the Court documents instead of his own press releases, he would have recognized that the Court never ruled on the initial injunction handed down by the federal judge,” said Ladenburg.  “It’s another example of McKenna simply not doing his job.  The Role of AG is to provide thorough legal counsel to the state and the people.   It’s not always glamorous work, but McKenna would rather plaster his face on TV than make sure he’s done the job right.”
Ladenburg believes McKenna needs to act immediately to rectify the situation.
“He needs to go to court and ask the judge to lift the injunction, otherwise we are out of step with a federal court order,” said Ladenburg.  “This is just another example of why we cannot afford another four years of this type of lax legal work by our Attorney General.”
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