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RESOLUTION NO. R
A Resolution of the Pierce County Council  Expressing its Lack of Confidence in the Director of the Department of Planning and Land Services;  and Requesting the County Executive to Take Prompt Action to Remove the Individual Currently Holding this Position; and Requesting the Executive Not to Administratively Increase Permit Fees
. 
Whereas, the County Council has lost any and all confidence in the ability of the current Director of the Planning and Land Services Department (PALS) to lead and manage the department in an efficient and effective manner; and

Whereas, several years after the Performance Audit and hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars of assistance toward implementing the Audit recommendations, the department continues to fail to meet many of its established performance standards; and

Whereas, ongoing concerns regarding the enforcement of land use laws enacted by the Council and conditions imposed by the Hearing Examiner undermine the integrity of the legislative and quasi-judicial processes in local land use regulation and result in frustrated citizens; and
Whereas, ongoing egregious mapping errors during the zoning updates have undermined confidence in the accuracy and validity of the County’s long-range planning efforts; and
Whereas, the Director overestimated the Department’s revenues by over 4 million dollars for fiscal year 2008, thereby placing the weighty burden on the Council to resolve by back filling that revenue hole, laying off PALS employees, cutting services or some other band aid approach, none of which is desirable; and 
Whereas,  raising permit fees during the current economic downturn will further discourage construction activity and exacerbate the Department’s spiraling revenue stream;  
Whereas, the image of PALS as a functional and responsive organization has deteriorated under the current Director’s leadership; and

Whereas, enough time and money has been spent by the Council, the Department and the taxpayers attempting to rectify the ongoing decline of PALS.  It is  time that the Executive remove the current Director and make repairs to this critical department; Now Therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of Pierce County:

Section 1.  The Council hereby expresses its full lack of confidence in the Director of PALS.
Section 2.  The Council hereby requests the Executive to promptly remove the Director from the current position and take all steps necessary to rectify the deteriorating department.
Section 3.  The Council hereby requests the Executive not to administratively increase permit fees.
ADOPTED this               day of                                , 2008.

ATTEST:

PIERCE COUNTY COUNCIL
Pierce County, Washington

Denise D. Johnson

Terry Lee
Clerk of the Council

Council Chair
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